CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD AT THE VILLAGE HALL ON THURSDAY  15th FEBRUARY  2007.
Present:
David Brown : Chair


Douglas Micklethwait 


Tim Harker.



Eddie Quirk








 




David Clark : Parish Clerk
In attendance :  PC Mike Randall and one parishioner.
ITEM 1 :   APOLOGIES :   Cllr Withers (family matter), Cllr Falla (on duty), Cllr Sykes (health). Also WCC Cllr Hall and KDC Cllr Veasey.. 

ITEM 2 :  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST :  There were none.

ITEM 3 :  





APPROVAL OF  PREVIOUS MINUTES
3.1
Approval of the minutes of the meeting on 11th January 07 was proposed by Cllr Harker, seconded by Cllr Quirk and agreed by all.  

ITEM  4 :   
MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES.  
4.1
Item 4.1 Verge Protection Pilot Scheme.  A Licence to Cultivate was awaited from WCC.
4.2
Item 4.3:  Objection to BT Pole at Cadley Green.  The Chair noted that the matter had been raised with KDC and details provided and acknowledged.  A response/advice was now awaited.

ITEM 5 :  FINANCE :  RELEASE OF GRANT TO PLAYING FIELDS COMMITTEE
5.1
The Chair advised that the outcome of the non-executive meeting on 18 January (attended by Cllrs Brown, Sykes and the Clerk/RFO) had been a recommendation that the grant should not be made this year: this based essentially on the need to find means to hold the increase in the 2007//08 Precept below 5%. After discussion this was proposed by Cllr Quirk, seconded by Cllr Micklethwait and agreed by all.  Chair to advise Chair of the KGPF Management Committee as soon as he became available. Action : Chair
ITEM 6 :  FINANCE :  FORECAST OF OUTCOME FOR F/Y 2006/07
6.1
The Clerk/RFO gave a brief summary of the statement provided with the Agenda.   He noted that the principal changes were the deletion of £200 provision for a grant in-aid to KGPF and overall increase in cash c/fd forecast cash balance carried forward by £160.   Acceptance proposed by Cllr Harker, seconded by Cllr Micklethwait and agreed by all.
ITEM 7 :  FINANCE :  BASIS OF PRECEPT FOR F/7 2007/08
7.1
The Chair advised that the outcome of the non-executive meeting on 18 January (attended by Cllrs Brown and Sykes) was the presentation provided with the Agenda.  The Clerk/RFO noted that reduction of the forecast net liabilities to a level commensurate with the capped Precept of £4500 was achieved by implementing Item 8.1.2 in the minutes of the 7th December Meeting (reprofiling of reserve cover for re-thatching of the Well House) combined with the increase in forecast opening balance (see Item 6.1 above). Acceptance of this basis for the Precept  proposed by Cllr Quirk, seconded by Cllr Harker and agreed by all.

ITEM 8 :  FINANCE :  PAYMENT OF BILLS
8.1
Payment of £44.00 to the Village Hall Committee in respect of hall rental was proposed by Cllr Micklethwait, seconded by Cllr Quirk and agreed by all.
Adjournment of Meeting -  Police Matters
At this point the Chair welcomed PC Mike Randall and adjourned the meeting to permit a general discussion of policing matters with involvement of the parishioner present.   PC Randall gave detail of a recent theft from a garden and, leading on from this, gave detail of the actions he proposed to take to increase liaison with the community and to raise awareness of the disciplines needed to protect property even in such a quiet rural area – eg the practice of petty criminal ‘shopping trips’ etc.  The co-operation of the Parish Council was offered and accepted.   After 15 minutes the meeting was re-convened and PC Randall left.
ITEM 9 :  INSURANCE – REVIEW OF PROPERTY VALUES
9.1
The Clerk/RFO explained the statement provided with the agenda, and the detailed source documents supporting the valuations, were discussed at length. It was noted that the potential premium increases were unwelcome but the community would not thank their representatives if they had to face significant uninsured costs in their Council Tax bill.  The following points were agreed by all on a proposal by Cllr Harker seconded by Cllr Micklethwait :  Clerk/RFO to seek re-valuation in the insurance quote scheduled soon:- 
9.1.1
War Memorial :  the valuation of £16,980 from Nimbus Conservation of Frome showed a major increase over the current figure of £11,547. Whilst acknowledged to be a budgetary estimate it nevertheless provided a realistic basis for insurance purposes and subject to agreement with Chute Forest Parish Council, with which the premium was shared, should be adopted. 
9.1.2
Upper Chute Bus Shelter :   the valuation of £2,600, against the present valuation of £1.408, was agreed to be realistic – particularly in the light of repair costs incurred recently. It should therefore be adopted.
9.1.3
Upper Chute Well House :   The ‘non professional’ valuation of £20,000 suggested by KDC conservation staff was excessive. It did nevertheless justify a significant increase over the current value of  £11,266.   A value of £15,000 should be adopted subject to further inspection of structure by Cllrs Quirk & Harker.   (Afternote : valuation of £15,000 subsequently confirmed)
ITEM 10 :  
DATES OF 2007/08 MEETINGS
10.1
The dates proposed in the agenda were agreed by all as follows:-

2007:  28th June,  2rd August, 13th September, 1st November,  6th December, 


2008:  10th January,  14th February, 13th March, Annual Mtg 8th May – (Parish Mtg 10th April)  
ITEM  11:  
PLANTING BELT AT SOUTH/SE  BOUNDARY OF TIBBS MEADOW
11.1
The Clerk advised that on 1st February he had met on-site with representatives of the Shaftesbury Housing Association (SHA) and their tree surgeon, also Simon Turner the KDC Arboricultural Officer – Cllr Sykes had been unable to attend.  He gave a resume’ of events – key points were:-

11.1.1
SHA accepted without question that they were responsible for the 5m planting belt (first referred to in the original planning approval for the Tibbs meadow development), and that the condition of the area was unacceptable. Their Area Manager was confident of finding funds for some remedial work/planting.
11.1.2
Whilst Mr Turner (KDC) supported the Council desire to maintain as much of the tree growth as possible. Certainly he shared the view that the area should not be stripped out and an urban hedge substituted, he was nevertheless in some difficulty arguing for the retention of the old trees since they were generally either dangerous (actually or potentially) or of no value.
11.2
Overall, the Clerk believed he had properly represented the views of the Tibbs Meadow residents and the wider needs of the Parish/Conservation Area - although they were potentially different to some degree. It seemed likely that SHA would produce a good plan to recover the area but there was a danger that it might leave it looking fairly bare for a few years.  The Clerk was thanked for the progress he had achieved:  Members now await further detail of SHA’s plans.
ITEM 12 :
PLANNING APPLICATIONS : the following outcomes were noted :-
55669/F   5 New Buildings, Cadley : change of use agri/gdn. No objection PC.   Now approved by KDC.
55691/Tr  Wansdyke, Upper Chute : Tree work                      No objection PC.   Now approved by KDC.

ITEM 13 :
ROAD WORKS/PARISH STEWARD SCHEME
13.1
The Chair noted that the Clerk had established excellent liaison arrangements with the responsible Highways Engineer which involved not simply reporting required road and related works but also recording and monitoring time of response.  The Clerk summarised the work in hand and undertook to keep members advised of quality/speed of response.  He noted that the only area of difficulty he foresaw was that of establishing sufficiently high priority ratings to achieve allocation of scarce road repair etc equipment resources.  The Parish Steward was also seen to be providing a good and conscientious level of service.

ITEM 14 :
PARISH EMERGENCY PLANNING
14.1
The Chair summarised the outcome of the non-executive sub group meeting on 15 January (attended by Cllrs Brown/Withers/Harker/Micklethwait/Quirk & the Clerk) and undertook to circulate details to all Members for consideration.     Action : Chair
ITEM 15 :
RESIDENCE LOCATION DATA-BASE (Emergency Services)
15.1
The Chair noted that earlier efforts had been partially overtaken by receipt of a revised data-base : supplied by the Ambulance Service but with a Wiltshire Police contact for future queries/input. It was agreed that this was encouraging since it implied a wider and hopefully more reliable data-capture.   Further discussion to be deferred until the Members who had been working to check the reliability of this data, Cllrs Falla and Sykes,  were in attendance.   Action : Cllr Sykes and Falla
ITEM 16 :
WEB-SITE 
16.1
In Cllr Falla’s absence it was agreed to defer consideration .   Action : Cllr Falla
ITEM  17:
ALLOTMENTS / ‘LONGVIEW’ BOUNDARY
17.1
The Chair advised that Cllr Sykes had met with Mr Merritt: he had also met with Mrs Mustey informally on-site and discussed the practicalities of the proposed clearance of outbuildings to enable her to erect a boundary fence.   The Chair believed that significant progress had been made and resolution of the matter was likely soon.  The item to be retained on the agenda and discussed further when Cllr Sykes was able to attend.  Action : Cllr Sykes
ITEM  18:
CHUTE IN NEED CHARITY – NOMINATIVE TRUSTEE
18.1
The Clerk confirmed that Mrs Betty Rolls was prepared to accept nomination to fill the vacant position.  On a motion proposed by Cllr Quirk, seconded by Cllr Harker and agreed by all,  Mrs Betty Rolls was duly nominated.   Clerk to notify Mrs Rolls.   Action : Clerk
ITEM  19:
COMMUNITY AWARDS 2006 SCHEME – NOMINATIONS
19.1
On a motion proposed by Cllr Micklethwait, seconded by Cllr Harker and agreed by all, it was agreed that The Chute Link Scheme should be nominated for an award under this scheme.  It was noted that there were many unrecognised volunteers involved and, whilst it was for the Link Scheme to determine who should   represent them at the award ceremony,  it was hoped that at least two members would be nominated. Clerk to advise Tidworth Development Trust.  Action : Clerk
 ITEM  20:
KDC PLANNING SERVICES SEMINAR – 5 FEBRUARY
20.1
Cllr Quirk had attended this seminar and provided a summary of the key points. There were many changes in the pipe line but full consultation had been promised in due course.  He advised that the Clerk had received the ‘power-point’ presentation by e.mail and would forward copies to all Members.  Action : Clerk
ITEM  21:
JOINT NOTICE-BOARD FACILITIES – CFPC PROPOSAL
21.1
A CFPC proposal (Clerk’s note : forwarded to all by e.mail on 30th January) to consider  the feasibility of a notice board for joint use – possibly near the war memorial – target timing towards January 2009, was discussed but the results were inconclusive.  Members to consider further and resolve at next Meeting. Agenda action : Clerk 
ITEM  22:
DONATIONS TO BOBBY VAN TRUST AND ST JOHN AMBULANCE
22.1
It was decided to maintain the principle that local taxation should not be raised to cover such donations.  The Clerk however to seek space for these appeals in the CHRONICLE.  Action: Clerk
ITEM 23 :



ANY OTHER BUSINESS
23.1
External Auditor     The proposal by the Audit Commission to extend the appointment of  MAZARS  for a further year (2006/07) was noted  without objection.

23.2
Reorganisation of (WCC) Registration Service  The withdrawal of the service from Tidworth was not found to be sensible given the actual and planned build up of this core of the Community Area.  In particular the claimed increase in efficiency etc advanced as the rationale was demonstrably not valid for the people represented by the Council. The Clerk was instructed to lodge an objection immediately to meet the deadline. Action : Clerk
23.3





































The Chair noted that the next meeting was scheduled for 15th March 2007 and, there being no further business, closed the meeting at 21.33.
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